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characters,'and incidents.in this publication’are entirely fictional. Any similarities
to personslivingioridead, events, institutions or places is purely §dincidental
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EITT
3y 3
JUST LOOK
AT ALL THAT PRIME
REAL ESTATE AND

HAVE You
EVER SEEN
ANYTHING SO
SAD?Z

I'LL HAFF
| TO TAKE YOLUR

BRING WHAT

I ASKED#

PRACTICALLY
OVERKILL. /

"o T'LL BE
ABLE TO BUY
THIS LAND FOR
A SONG!"
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TWO DAYS LATER... 48 GooD
MORNING MR.

AN MES. HONEYWELL.
SHALL WE GET ON
WITH THE INSPECTION
OF YOULIR NEW

/ WHAT THE
| HECK
\ HAPPENED?Z! /
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OF COURSE

MAX, e — ' = . = I AM; WHERE

You _ 2 ELSE WOULDP
AROCLUINDPZ £ . T BEZ

WHAT'S
upP#

= I'M AT AN N
B/ INSPECTION SITE,
& | THE HousE JusT
A COLLAPSED.

KIPPINGZ!
WHAT

FROM THE
WAy THE WOOP |5
EATEN INSIPE, IT
LOOKS LIKE
TERMITES.

¥ E INSPECTEDR THIS

HOUSE BEFORE
AND THIS |& WAY
TOO MUCH
PAMAGE TOO

SO You
WANT ME TO
CHECK IF ANYTHING
NOTEWORTHY HAS
HAPPENEDP
ARCUND THERE
RECENTLY.

- ._':_'.'E"'?' =

MEANWHILE,
I'M GOING TO
TAKE A CLOSER
\ LOOK AT THE
PROBLEM...
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ALITTLE
SPECIAL ELECTRON
BEAM ANP I'M ABLE
TO SHRINK POWN TO

INSECT SIZE.

CAN YOU REAP
ME#

B\ CLEAR.

-
ot

N MY BUSINESS - o | ’
I TRY TO PROTECT o e I'M INSIDE
PEOPLE FROM THE DANGERS MRN8 THE FOLINDATION
FOUNP IN THEIR HOME. BUT \ i \ AND MAKING
T DEVELOPED THE KROME D ] \ " | My way INWARD
ARMOR IN ORDER TO HELP - | AR N N A\ THROLGH THE
ME PROTECT THEM EVEN \ /@ DEBRIS.

FURTHER. 8\ ZNNy SO FAR, THERE'S
: g NO SHRUBBERY OUT
FRONT NOR SLIFFICIENT
HUMIDITY OR DAMPNESS
TO FACILITATE A
TERMITE'S LIVING NEEDS,

BUT
J/ TELL THAT
¥ To THESE GUYS! WORKER

Bl CAN YOu SEE TERMITES, EATING
THIS THROUGH (WY AT AN ALARMING RATE.
MY HELMET A\ IT TAKES AN AVERAGE
CAMZ | COLONY OF 500,000

. TERMITES TO EAT

THROUGH WOOD
AT THIS RATE.

WHICH MEANS
THESE AREN'T
ORPINARY
TERMITES...
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THOSE WINGED
REPROPUCTIVES LOOK
LIKE THEY'RE ABOUT REAPY
TO TAKE COFF FOR THE NEXT
HOUSE AND START UP
ANOTHER COLONY'!

THOSE ARE MY
PRIORITY. I NEEP
TO STOP THEM FROM
GETTING OUT ANP
RUINING THIS
NEIGHBORHOOD
LIKE THEY DIP
THIS HOUSE.,

BE CAREFLL.
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PENETRATE
THEIR ARMORED
SEGMENT. P

L
. # |
J p 4 -
o - -
r T an
.-"' = =
e i

PEEES . SOLDIER CASTE, \
AN COMING TO PROTECT

==, THE COLONY. WAS
\ s @ WONPERING WHERE

book1--revised-compressed-9 . pdf

SHOCK BOLTS

» ARE JUST MAKING

IT ANGRY AT
THIS SIZE!

I THINK
YOU SHOULDP

J&@ ceTout oF

THERE!




SHOULD HOLD & mi
THEM FOR A '
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vEan we
NEED TO GET /‘
AN EXTERMINATOR -
DOWN HERE QUICKLY. P
THEY WON'T 6TAY |
BURIED FOR LONG. £

i

ALREARY
TAKEN CARE

OF, BUT GET
THIS-- ; by
P --APPARENTLY *4*“"‘
A REAL ESTATE BIG- “& RO

WIG RECENTLY - "‘
EXPRESSED SOME ’i,. ¥

INTEREST IN THAT AREA [ G —
FOR DEVELOPMENT,
BUT MOST OF THE

RESIPENTS REFLSED A ,.
o 0 1
! . -

YEAH, BUT
WHAT IF THAT
GUY'S NAME
WAS KURT
FOWLER?Z

IS ABOUT AS
CROCKEPD AS THEY
COME AND ALWAYS
MAKES CHEAP FIRE

HAZARPS., I SHOULP

KNOW -- T'VE
INSPECTED MOST
OF THEM!

o

ANDP WHO WOULP
YOU HIRE IF YOuU
WANTEDP TO RUN
PEOPLE OUT OF

THEIR HOMES ANP
MAKE IT LOOK
LIKE A NATURAL

1 OCCURRENCE?

W_/

DR.
DEMOLITION!
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POOR sHOPPY
WORKMANSHIP IN
THAT AREA. GUESS

THEY'LL NEED A
REAL BUILPPER TO
COME IN ANP SAVE
THE PAY SOON
ENOUGH.

AH.
DOCTOR.,
I MUST SAY;
You --

BUT,
YOU PON'T
HAVE TIME

TC TALK

ANYWAY.

YOU HAVE AN
APPOINTMENT
WITH THE CITY JAIL
WHILE YOU WAIT
FOR YOUR
TRIAL.
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PR. PEMO I1&
A LITTLE TIER
UrP AT THE

MOMENT.

NOoBODPY
CHEATS THE
CITIZENS OF THI&
TOWN OF THEIR HOMES.
NOT WHILE KROME
S AROLIND.




A WORD ABOUT TERMITES

BY CURTIS NILES

There is much that can be said about the perils a home or structura'-fac‘as. None can be more
obscure and yet as destructive than the termite, known to the insect order as “Isoptera.”

Termites are very interesting, and the public knows very little about them. They hear tales of
termites devouring portions of a home’s framing resulting in expensive home repairs, all of
which are not covered by homeowner’s insurance, though they can literally do this. It would
take a large colony, and significant time to actually cause a house catastrophic structural
damage.

In this informational comic, we look at the Eastern Subterranean Termite (Reticulitermes
ﬂawpas}, the insect, though there are more than 2000 spemes the distinguishing trait of the
termite is that it is a two segmented insect, whereas all others are three segmented. They have
a head and an abdomen. They are the only known insects that can actually digest wood
cellulose. Other wood destroying insects such as .i';:arpehter ants, carpenter bees, and various
wood-destroying beetles and wasps may bore into wood, nest in wood, spend parts of their life
cycle in wood, but only the mighty termite actually has the ability to consume wood.

Termites are social insects that have an organizational structure. They live in large nests and
have various types of individuals that perform specific functions within the colony. Different
castes exist in the termite colony. Individuals, which are morphologically and functionally
different from other individuals in a colony, make up a caste. Three castes are commonly found
in most termite colonies. These are:

1. The reproductive caste consists of the queen and the king termites, as well as, any
supplemental reproductive termites.

2. The worker castes are the termites that make up the majority of the termites in a
given colony. The workers consist of both males and females. They are wingless,
usually without compound eyes, usually un-pigmented, and thuas whitish in color. The
worker’s duties include, foraging for food, feed the queen, soldiers and young,
construct and repair the mud tubes, groom the reproductives, soldiers, and young.
They also help defend the colony when needed.

3. The soldier caste’s primary function is to defend the cnlnny Soldiers of the Eastern
Subterranean Termite are easily recognized by their large heads and mandibles .
(featured in this issue). They use these mandibles to bite any invaders, which may
attack the colony. Soldiers are not produced in quantity until the colony is farther
along in its development. Soldiers cannot feed themselves. They are fed by the
workers. The soldiers of most species are without eyes, some species have soldiers
with very tiny eyes.

Armored’s home inspector and his office support max are out to save their service communities
from the various perils that face property owners, one structure at a time. This issue covers
termites, however, there are many other assailants a home faces. Mold, radon, and water are
just a few other villains that can cause significant damage to structures. It is our goal to
educate the public we serve, with entertaining publications that will help answer some of the
questions they have, and erase the fears associated with the lack of knowledge. Enjoy our first
issue of Armored Comics!
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President: Curtis S. Niles, Sr.
Armored Home Inspections, LLC
Pottstown, PA

Ph: 610-352-2212

Email: nilesent@msn.com

Curtis S. Niles Sr. has worked in the real estate and construction industries
for more than three decades. Before beginning his home inspection career in
1999, Curtis owned and operated a contracting company, performing a wide
range of construction, remodeling, and home improvement services from
Massachusetts to Maryland. His hands-on experience encompassed virtually
every aspect of residential construction and included homes ranging from
new construction to historic properties more than a century old. That foun-
dation gave him an extensive practical understanding of building systems,
construction methods, and the many ways homes change over time.

Since entering the home inspection profession, Curtis has built his career
around three principles: Truth, Honesty, and Education. He has served
the profession as an inspector, trainer and mentor, industry advocate, chap-
ter leader, and national association executive. His leadership positions with
the National Association of Home Inspectors (NAHI) included President of
the Southeast Pennsylvania Chapter (NAHIPA), member of the National
Board of Directors, and two consecutive terms as National President.

Under Curtis's four-year leadership, NAHIPA received the 2008 NAHI
Chapter Award for outstanding chapter promotion, membership, and legis-
lative initiative. He was named NAHI Member of the Year in 2007 and
received the organization's Lifetime Achievement Award in 2012 for his
dedication and exemplary leadership to the home inspection profession.
Curtis has also contributed to home inspector legislative efforts in Pennsyl-
vania and authored numerous educational and industry articles.

Today, Curtis is the President and founder of Armored Home Inspections,
a Pennsylvania Licensed Real Estate Broker, and continues to train and
mentor the next generation of home inspectors. His professional credentials
and experience have included radon measurement certification through the
Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection, certification through
the Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture for wood-destroying insect
inspections, and professional mold inspection training and certification.

Beyond business, Curtis is a devoted husband and father of five who enjoys
life on his property, raising chickens, tackling projects, and finding new ways
to teach what decades of experience have taught him.

That passion for education led him to create the Armored Comics™ Series,
where home inspection and real-world building knowledge meet storytelling.
Through characters such as Krome, Curtis uses comics to make the some-
times complicated—and occasionally intimidating—world of homeownership
entertaining, understandable, and memorable.

Home Invasion is part of that mission: educating homeowners one ad-
venture at a time.

book1--revised-compressed-14.pdf
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EXTERMINATING COMPANY

Termite and Pest Inspections
Termite and Pest Treatment

SOLVING TERMITE AND PEST PROBLEMS FOR OVER 40 YEARS

PROMPT, RELIABLE, ACCURATE
WOOD INFESTATION REPORTING

ON-SITE PROPOSALS*

SIATE -OF-THE-ART TREATMENT

PROFESSIONAL, COURTEOUS, AND
KNOWLEDGABLE STAFF

National Pest Management Association, Inc.

*ask about our warranties

Hear what agents are saying about
Boro Exterminating Company...

“When my clients use Boro, I feel confident
that they are getting superior service and
the best treatment possible.”
Marie Griesser, ABR, GRI
_ong and Foster Real Estate
Newtown Square

Listing Agents
Free estimates for your sellers and

10% discount on all treatments

“Boro Exterminating provides terrific
service that 1s accurate and I love their
warranty program for my clients.”

Damon Michels, ABR

B o Ro g;s:;tial Fox & Roach Realtors

Exterminating Company

215.727.3443 “Using Boro seems like the natural choice
610.586.5640 for my clients. They are extremely
knowledgable and provide top-notch
boroexterminating.com service.”
Jim Bitting

Prudential Fox & Roach Realtors
VISA / MC Accepted Society Hill
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DY REAL ESTATE. uc

“LET US TAKE THE HASSLES OUT
of Owning Rental Properties”

RESIDENTIAL COMMERCIAL ASSET
LEASING LEASING MANAGEMENT

WE ALSO PROVIDE:

Real Estate Sales
Tenant Acguisition

--".LET VS HELP Portfolio Management

YOU GROW Rent Collection

: YOUR ‘ .
A PORTFOLIO Project Consulting

Buyer Representation

™ 984-4952-8025 © info@acquestre.com www.acquestre.com
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HIC# PA113873

e Int./Ext. Painting
e Home Repairs

e Property Clean Outs

e Grass Mowing
e Winterizing/ e Lawn Care

De-winterizing e Hedge Trimming

e Rental Turn Key .| ® Gen. Home Maint.

e o Light Snow Removal
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e Spring/Fall Clean Up

e Light Masonry ; i ® Driveway Sealing

Licensed * Insured
* Affordable X

Reliable X Skilled .
* NilesEnt@msn.com* [

L Vofed 2011
Best Home
Improvement
=] Contractor!

W@% Each job is assigned:

‘/ Project Estimator
IN RoorING & SIDING

‘/ Superintendent

/ Job Site Foreman
for a 100% Customer
S atisfaction Guarantee!

EXTERIOR
s, CONTRACTING

' (484) 461-4282

? - WWW.AMDGCONTRACTING.com ||
|

I'.

s

?“'
i
I

*ROOFING +«WINDOWS
+SIDING  «GUTTERS

FULLY INSURED & LICENSED - PAQ29644

ROOFING . SIDING s WINDOWS e GUTTERS
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ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

Want more information? We've put together this list of resources to help you become more fa-
miliar with home inspection and issues that may affect your home. If you'd like more infor-
mation on any home inspection related topic, feel free to give us a call (610) 352-2212, or visit
our website and request more information: www.armoredhomeinspéections.com

Wood Destroying Insects
Penn State University Termite Info - https://extension.psu.edu/eastern-subterranean-termites
National Pest Management Association Consumer Info - https://www.pestworld.org/pest-guide/

Information for Consumers
American Society of Home Inspectors - ASHI.org

Pennsylvania Association of Realtors - https://www.parealtors.org/why-use-a-realtor/

National Association of Home Builders - www.nahb.org

US Consumer Product Safety Commission - Www.CpSC.0rg
National Association of the Remodeling Industry - www.nari.org

Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection
DEP Home Page - www.pa.gov/agencies/dep/residents
Radon Home Page - www.pa.gov/agencies/dep/programs-and-services/radiation-protection/

radon-division
Drinking Water - https://www.pa.gov/agencies/dep/programs-and-services/water

United S Environmental Protection Agen

US EPA Home Page - Epa.gov

Mold - A Brief Guide - https://www.epa.gov/mold/mold-and-your-home
Lead - Lead in Paint, Dust and Soil - epa.gov/lead

Lead in Drinking Water - https://www.epa.gov/sdwa

Additi | R
National Cancer Institute/Asbestos - https://www.cancer.gov/about-cancer/causes-prevention/
risk/substances/asbestos

Environmental Consultants and Affiliates - ecanlic.comn

Pennsylvania

Department of
Environmental Protection
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YOUR INSPECTION PROTECTION!
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WWW.ARMOREDHOMEINSPECTIONS.COM

™

Protecting the homes and buildings in our community since 1999 with:

e Professional Property Inspections e Radon Measurement

e Mold Assessments/ e Wood Infestation
Indoor Air Quality Testing Inspections
e Project Consulting e SewerScans

Whether you're seeking a certified inspector to evaluate your home, an
environmental test to protect your family, or the sound advice of a
qualified professional, our knowledgeable staff is here to assist you.

SERVING SOUTHEAST PA SINCE 1999!

610-352-2212

ORED INFO@ARMORED

HOME INSPECTIONS. LLC HOMEINSPECTIONS.COM
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Since 2005 I

YOU NEED JUST
ONE COPY OR A
THOUSAND
COPIES ...

Lomics gy
TEOR g OF YOUR
Manga COMIC BOOK
® /[t

=TI [T
Kickstarter and Patreon

Discounts!

and get [{Z7 37 offl-

OR et us fulfill the rewards for you
~atno additional cost!

Use this promo code for _
10% off your next order 3'B .

wiww W2-BL 2T COMI




